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for existence and others disadvantageous, the forms
which are advantageous would always tend to survive
and those which are disadvantageous to perish. And
thus there would be a constant though slow general
improvement of the type as it branched out into
many different varieties, adapting it to different media
and modes of existence, until it might possibly, in
countless ages, attain to the most advanced examples
which now exist.

It must be acknowledged that there is something
very startling, and prima facie improbable in this
hypothetical history of Nature. It would require us,
for example, to suppose that the primaeval animal of
whatever nature it may have been, could not see, and
had at most such slight preparation for seeing as
might be constituted by some chemical action of
light upon its cellular structure. One of the acci-
dental variations which are liable to take place in
all organic beings would at some time or other pro-
duce a variety that could see, in some imperfect man-
ner, and this peculiarity being transmitted by inherit-
ance, while other variations continued to take place in
other directions, a number of races would be produced
who, by the power of even imperfect sight, would
have a great advantage over all other creatures which
could not see and would in time extirpate them from
all places, except, perhaps, a few very peculiar situ-
ations underground. Fresh, variations supervening-